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including all who did the rougher and dirtier
work. There was among both a general belief
that this division was divinely ordained, and that,
while the clean-handed had a right to live in
comfort, the mass of workers ought to be content,
in this world at any rate, to exist on the cheapest
possible terms. The very rare workers who lifted
themselves out of their class and ceased to dirty
their hands were envied by those whom they had
left and superciliously praised by their new
associates. They adopted at once the dress,
and, so far as they could, the habits and the
manners of " ladies and gentlemen."
Here lay the explanation both of the offended
surprise caused among the comfortable by Keir
Hardie's cloth cap and of the annoyance felt by
the men who were supposed to be leaders of
working-class people. That cloth cap was sym-
bolic. The man who wore it had no intention
of climbing the ladder that led from a lower social
status to a higher. He had no desire to wear
frock-coat and top hat. Nor did he wear the
clothes which caused so much pother as a mark
of defiance. He wore them Because they were
his ordinary wear. Only persons of small mind
disturb themselves about matters of dress. That
Keir Hardie had no objection to falling in with
custom he showed once when he was in Paris.
He and a friend were given, by Jaures, tickets
for the Opera- Someone told them they would
be expected to wear evening dress. The friend
had dress clothes with hixn. Hardie borrowed a